
I’m handing in the petition: Address the crisis related to student numbers in Bath.  The 

petition has over 600 names. 

It isn’t about blaming students personally – but having over 24,000 students does cause 

problems. 

Now that wards like Oldfield have reached their limit with the number of HMOs they can 

have, other parts of Bath like Twerton and Whiteway are filling up with student HMOs.   

And so begins a process of stripping out, where perhaps 200 family houses in the Twerton 

area are lost to HMOs over time.  

The sad thing about that is the Twerton area is a place with a history of need – and so the 

whole area is peppered with schools, nurseries, baby clinics, family programmes and other 

services for families.   

As houses in Twerton get turned into HMOs, families are effectively pushed away from 

those services, instead having to live in areas that may have lower levels of provision. 

Meanwhile, the tenants who move into the HMOs – normally students – don’t need services 

like parent support groups.  So the whole equation becomes very unsatisfactory.  And if the 

same pattern gets repeated in other communities, there’s quite a loss over time. 

 

There are implications for homelessness too.  I had a homeless family stay with me for 

seven weeks.  I saw how the Council depends on private landlords renting to the poor – 

and how few landlords are prepared to rent to housing benefit claimants.  

If you have a thousand ‘housing benefit friendly’ landlords in BANES, you get some 

shrinkage as landlords sell up or convert to student accommodation.  If new landlords also 

feel that students are the most profitable option, don’t you get erosion of something vital – 

the private rental sector to the poor? 

 

Sometimes it feels like the Council’s house building programme and Aequus firm, just serve 

to replenish the houses lost to the universities, when really, you’d want to be building 

housing stock up. 

 

I’ve hardly time to mention student blocks.  But I would say that when I was a home care 
worker, I visited an elderly man who was housebound, because he’d been housed in an 
upstairs flat and his legs couldn’t handle stairs.  Housing officers had nowhere else to put 
him. 

There wasn’t provision for him, a man who’d worked all his life in Bath.  Yet we build luxury 
flats for overseas students on some of our last brownfield sites.  How has our city has 
become that twisted? 

So steps need to be taken, as the public cry out over injustices like these. 


